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Hickman Mills Middle School
8th Grade Center

Student Handbook
2023-24

“8th Grade Center Eagles are Relentlessly REAL: Respectful, Engaged, Accountable,
Leaders”

11115 Bennington Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64134

Main Office: 816-316-7600



Hickman Mills District CSIP Goals

Hickman Mills Middle School 8th Grade Center
VISION STATEMENT

The 8th Grade Center is a safe and supportive learning environment
that prepares students to excel in the 21st Century.

Hickman Mills Middle School 8th Grade Center
MISSION STATEMENT

We are a learning community where students and families feel
connection, support, engagement and inspiration on their journey to

becoming global citizens.

8th Grade Center
Bell Schedule 23-24

Periods Start Time End Time

Power Hour 07:30 a.m. 08:25 a.m.
1st Period 08:29 a.m. 9:28 a.m.
2nd Period 9:32 a.m. 10:31 a.m.
3rd Period 10:35 a.m. 12:20 p.m.
4th Period 12:24 p.m. 01:23 p.m.
5th Period 01:27 p.m. 02:30 p.m.
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Need to See the Counselor, Ms. Reeder or the Family Support
Liaison (FSL), Ms. Oliver?

Click this link or scan the QR code to request an appointment.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYAmMFhatwmmbuEBkYT5GJt3PvmoM51qrgD3slGjxyuIbsYw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0


Hickman Mills Middle School 8th Grade Center

REAL Expectations
Respectful Engaged Accountable Leader

Arrival and
breakfast

● Be Polite
● Follow all staff directions
● Treat others how you would like to be

treated
● Report to class on time
● Keep hands, feet, objects to yourself

● Safely exit buses
● Enter the building, pick up breakfast

and report to your first class
● Clean up your Area
● Have supplies ready
● Start Your Do Now
● Pick up Yondr bag and secure

technology during first class

● Grab and Go Breakfast may be picked upon
entering the building

● Go directly to your first class
● Breakfast should be disposed of by 7:45
● Breakfast is eaten before the Chromebook

or other technology is used
● Report to 1st class

● Encourage peers to get to class
● Know your Destination
● Walk with Purpose: Pace and Plan for where

you're going
● Model an inside voice
● Model Power Hour procedures
● Pick up your grab-and-go breakfast
● Immediately lock phone in Yondr Bag at

designated time

Dismissal

● Students may leave class only with
teacher permission whether at dismissal
or in the event of an early sign out

● Use polite language with others as you
exit the building

● Carry your personal items with you
● Walk quickly and quietly to your

designated exit

● Report directly to assigned transportation,
activity or exit the campus

● Re-entry into the building occurs with adult
supervision only

● Check in your Yondr bag at the end of the
day to your Power Hour teacher

● Follow directions related to dismissal
procedures promptly.

Cafeteria

● Enter and exit the cafeteria in a single
file line

● Use inside voices at your table
● Treat lunchroom supervisors with a

positive attitude;
● Use positive language toward all; i.e.

please and thank you
● Leave the space better than you found it

● Stand in a single-file line to pick up your
meal

● Sit at your assigned table
● Remain at table until dismissed by an

adult
● Keep your area clean

● Remain in designated areas for lunch
● Eat lunch during your assigned lunch shift
● Use respectful and sanitary table manners
● Stay seated, use appropriate language and

appropriate voice level in the cafeteria
● Raise your hand if you need something

during lunch (i.e. forgot milk or a napkin)

● Follow sequences for going in, picking up
food, and departing the cafeteria

● Be an example by maintaining a clean space
and picking up after yourself

● Consistently model safety
● Ask others to monitor their spaces, voices,

and meals
● Address each person with positive language

Hallways
(Passing
Period)

● Report to class on time
● Use appropriate voice level and

academic language
● Refrain from being in the hallways

without permission
● Walk on the right side of the hallway

● Stay to the right while walking in the
hallway

● Prioritize your needs (restroom, drink
before socializing)

● Keep hands, feet, and objects to
yourself

● Use your speaking voice

● Remain quiet in the hallways during class
time and refrain from disturbing other
classrooms

● Display good manners, courtesy, and
respect at all times during passing periods

● Stay in your own space

● Walk directly to your destination
● Remind peers about the hallway procedures
● Use inside voice
● Move with purpose; Socialize while moving

Classrooms

● Keep hands/ feet and objects to yourself
● Display good manners, courtesy and

respect during class time
● Stay on task
● Follow all directions
● Use restorative practices to repair

relationships
● Use appropriate voice level and

academic language

● Follow Instructions & Protocols 1st
Time Given

● Actively Participate & Interact
● Remain on Task
● Work together
● Listen to the speaker
● Take turns
● Use wait time to think

● Give your personal best
● Approach situations in a calm manner
● Bring all necessary materials to class
● Be responsible for your own learning
● Keep hands/feet and objects to yourself
● Own your role in conflict resolution

● Volunteer for class activities and/or duties
● Demonstrate readiness: Greet adults, Enter

peacefully, Organize materials, Complete Do
Now, Be a helper to adult instructors

● Transition between tasks according to
teacher direction

● Partner with peers as an equal contributor:
actively listening, sharing air time, and
taking turns

● Model empathy

Restrooms

● Keep the restroom clean
● Practice good hygiene
● Go/Return with permission of adult

● Enter quietly
● Wait your turn
● Wash your hands
● Exit Quietly

● Use restroom before, after class or at
allowed breaks

● Return promptly to class
● One person per stall
● Wash and dry your hands
● Throw trash in the can

● Move quickly and carefully
● Have awareness of your space
● Use assigned restrooms
● Report concerns from the restroom to an

adult
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Hickman Mills Middle School 8th Grade Center

Administration Dr. Anne Hawks, Principal
Keishya Dickerson, Assistant Principal

Administrative Assistants Derriesha Thompson, Principal Secretary
Alyssa Waldon, Registrar
Kevanna Williams, Attendance Secretary

Counselor Thomasena Reeder

Family School Liaison Tamika Oliver

Nurse Donna Carroll/Corliss Morant

School Resource Officer TBD

School Colors Blue, White, and Gold

Mascot Eagle

Building Opens for
Students

7:15AM

School Day Hours 7:30-2:30PM

School Phone Number 816-316-7600

Links to Voice Over Code of Conduct Topics
Dress Code
Arrival and Dismissal
YONDR Bags

GENERAL INFORMATION

Arrival/Dismissal
Bus Rider Arrival Students will be dropped off in the Northeast parking lot upon arrival to school and
enter school through the gym doors. Students will pick up a grab and go breakfast if they would like and
then report to their first class of the day.

Bus Rider Dismissal Bus riders are dismissed before car riders. Buses will be lined up in the
Northeast parking lot in a horseshoe formation. Students will exit the school through the gym doors and
load their individual bus.
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https://www.loom.com/share/a0b94707ef9d433d9ffd70a65b55c359?sid=c70a142e-544a-462e-99b7-b8172ec3f2d5
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Car Rider Pick up and Drop off will be through the circle drive along Bennington. Building staff are
encouraged to use the parking lots on the north side of the building. The circle drive is one way with an
entry on the south turn and exit on the north turn.

Activities, Athletics, and Club Opportunities
Students have the opportunity to participate in multiple activities, athletics, and clubs during the school
year. Students are encouraged to get involved and share their talent and skills while supporting our
school community. LINC and any other after-school activities begin at 3:15 p.m. Students are expected
to go promptly to LINC and be on time in order to participate. A student may not exit or return to the
building if he/she is staying for an after-school activity. Once the student is outside the building
he/she will be expected to go home immediately and will not be allowed back into the building. Failure
to follow this procedure may result in an appropriate consequence.

Attendance
Our goal for attendance is to have 90% of our students at school 90% of the time to ensure that
students are progressing academically. We encourage students to be at school and on time
every day (bell-to-bell). If a child must be absent from school, please contact the attendance
clerk. The attendance clerk will make every attempt to verify absences. If possible, please
schedule appointments before or after school to maximize your child’s instructional time. A
student is considered truant from school if they have excessive, non-justified absences, even
with the consent of the parent/guardian.

Early Pickup:
To ensure the safety of students, individuals entering the school to pick up a child before
dismissal must go to the main entrance security office, present identification, and sign
the student out of school. Students will not be released to any person who is not listed
on the student’s record. Anyone sent to pick up a student must be verified by the office.
Teachers will not release students to anyone unless they have been instructed to do so
by the office. Please make sure all your student’s contact information is current in case
we need to call with questions. All early pickups must happen before 2:15. Once
afternoon dismissal begins, students will not be called out of class.
Late Arrival:
Students arriving at school after 7:45 a.m. must be signed in by a parent or guardian.
This is done in the main office and students will be marked tardy to school and given a
pass to class.

Backpacks
Students at the 6th Grade Center are allowed to have backpacks at school. The backpack and its
contents are the responsibility of the student. Therefore, students are encouraged to leave any items
of value not required for school at home.

Building Hours
Building hours for students are 7:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Students arriving at school prior to 7:15 a.m.
need to remain outside or wait in the front entrance until the building opens. At 7:15 a.m., we start
letting students into the building for breakfast. Students are required to leave the building by 2:30
p.m. at the end of the day unless under the direct supervision of a teacher or sponsor.

Behavior Intervention Support Team (BIST) / Restorative Practices:

The Hickman Mills Middle School 8th Grade Center references BIST for interventions and support. The
BIST model utilizes four steps: 1) Early Intervention, 2) Caring Confrontation, 3) Protective Planning,
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and 4) Outlasting. This allows for caring adults to partner with students who are struggling, help them
be accountable for their actions, and give them the tools and behavioral skills they need to make
positive changes in their lives. Through BIST students are taught and protected via grace and
accountability, students can make good choices and have the promising lives they want and deserve.
BIST is a philosophy that drives our culture and climate.

CCR: Restorative Practices strives for all learners to have high-quality instruction that prepares them to
effectively function as valued stakeholders in any community or environment they are a part of.
Restorative Practices works to impact lives and systems through coaching, supporting, and practical
application of restorative practices to mitigate harm and maximize positive outcomes for our diverse
communities. We are concerned about people and committed to our mission to helping them solve
conflict by bringing restorative practice philosophies and values to our community and schools.

Breakfast
Students will have the opportunity to get a grab-and-go breakfast from designated areas.

Building Hours
Building hours for students are from 7:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. School begins at 7:30. Students arriving at
school prior to 7:15 a.m. need to remain outside. Students will clear the building after dismissal unless
under the direct supervision of a teacher or sponsor. Students in the building before 7:00 a.m. or after
3:00 p.m., are required to have authorization from a teacher or administrator.

Bus Riders Expectations
Students who are assigned to a bus are expected to ride their assigned bus home. Parents are
required to request authorization prior to walking home. Requests should be submitted in writing
by a parent/ guardian to the office on that day. In order for a student to ride a different bus, the student
will need to get prior authorization from the Administration.

Cafeteria
Each student is issued a personal identification number [PIN] for the cafeteria (TBD). The PIN should
not be shared with any other students. Free meals are provided for all students (currently until the grant
ends). Students may not order food from outside vendors or delivery services.
For lunch, teachers escort their classes to the cafeteria, and students are expected to remain at their
assigned tables until students are picked up by their teachers. This policy will be reviewed and modified
gradually throughout the school year.

Good student conduct is essential for an orderly lunch. Students will:
A. Enter the cafeteria and stand in a single file line along the designated wall.
B. Pick up lunch and sit at their designated table.
C. Eat first, and then talk quietly to students at their own table.
D. Behave respectfully and use good table manners.
E. Finish eating in the cafeteria - no food or drink may be taken out.
F. Place all trash in the proper receptacles.
G. Remain in the cafeteria until dismissed to walk back with your teacher.

a. Detentions and/or individual seating may be assigned if a staff member feels it is
necessary.
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b. Guests/adults are welcome to eat with their child (the adult must be on their contact
sheet/demographic information) in a designated area with their student as assigned by
building protocol or availability. All / if outside food is brought in by the adult, it can only
be eaten in the designated area.

Students may not order food from outside vendors or delivery services. If they do so, the
items will be kept in the office until the end of school.

STUDENT CELL PHONES and YONDR BAGS
● Students are to keep their cell phones in their YONDR bags between 7:30AM and

2:30PM.
● Power Hour teachers will distribute YONDR bags to all of their students each morning

during Power Hour.
● Students will keep their YONDR bag on their person during the day.
● If a student has their cell phone out during class, the staff member will quietly prompt the

student to secure their device in their YONDR bag.
● Staff should follow the steps indicated in our Behavior Response Plan to encourage

compliance.
● If the student does not comply with the instructions, contact an administrator for support;

maintain the flow of instruction.
● At the end of the school day, Power Hour teachers will collect the YONDR bags.
● If you need to reach your child, please contact the front office at 816-316-7600.

Chromebooks
Students will be issued a chromebook at the beginning of each day and will turn the Chromebook in at
the end of the day.

Classroom Celebrations
No celebration shall be organized, planned, or held during the school day without the approval of the
building administration. Celebrations must be connected to student achievements or classroom
accomplishments over a period of time and supported by data.

Conferences
Fall conferences will be held during the month of October, and Spring conferences will be held during
the month of February, please refer to the district calendar for the exact dates and times. Teachers are
also available during their preparation period and after school for conferences. When a parent desires
to confer with any teacher, please call the school office and arrange for an appointment.

Discipline
At the 8th Grade Center, our goal is for students to demonstrate kindness to one another and be
successful in the classroom. It is expected that good character traits are taught and displayed
throughout the school. At the 8th Grade Center, our students are REAL: Respectful, Engaged,
Accountable, Leaders.

While we expect our students to make good choices, we understand that there will be times when
they need redirection. Here is the redirection continuum that teachers will follow:

● Verbal warning/redirection
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● Reflection in a safe spot in the classroom
● Think sheet (written response) in a buddy room
● Parent contact to request your partnership and support
● Principal conference and or consequences issued

Behaviors requiring a more severe consequence may not follow the five-step process.

Dress Code
The 8th Grade Center will adhere to the Dress for Success expectations of the Hickman Mills C-1
School District policy, which is addressed in the Student Code of Conduct. Students’ attire must not
distract, disrupt, or interfere with teaching or learning, or disrupt the climate of the school. Clothing is
prohibited when an administrator deems items unsuitable, unsafe, or an interruption to the learning
environment. The dress code criteria is as follows:

● Shoes must be worn at all times. Avoid backless shoes, slippers, slides, heels (more than 3
inches), shoes with spikes, skates, etc.

● Appropriate coverage of the body is expected and defined as being covered from shoulder to
mid-thigh (about 3 inches above the knee). The chest, back, ribs, midriff, underarms and
buttocks must be covered. Undergarments (sports bras, bra straps, boxers, or shorts worn
under pants) may not show. Sagging is not permitted. All shirts must have sleeves.

The following items are not permitted and addressed as part of the dress code procedures:
● Ripped jeans, leggings/spandex pants, see-through tights or yoga pants (unless with a shirt

covering buttocks), pajama pants.
● Clothing that is see-through, revealing, or displays profanity or words/symbols that advocate or

depict violence, ethnic/racial slurs, drugs, alcohol, tobacco, sex, illegal gang affiliation, political
statements or any other expressed or implied illegal activity.

● Jewelry or accessories that may be used as weapons including but not limited to wallet chains,
spiked rings, spiked bracelets, two or three finger rings that are joined, spikes, oversized belt
buckles and bulky chains worn around the neck or waist.

● Headphones (i.e. Beats), wireless headsets (i.e. Bluetooth) unless used for an academic
purpose with the permission of the building administrator.

● Metal picks and combs, hats, hoods, hoodies, bandana prints, wave caps, sweatbands,
sunglasses or any head covering (excluding those worn for religious reasons).

Drills-Fire-Tornado-Disaster-Earthquake
Fire drills are signaled by the fire alarm or bullhorn. Tornado, Disaster, and Earthquake drills will be
announced over the intercom system or signaled with a series of short blasts from a bullhorn. Students
will be given full instructions by their individual teachers as to where they are to go or what to do during
the drill. Students are to treat all drills in a serious manner.

Field Trip
No refunds will be given for any field trips for any reason. No exceptions. The school has to pay for
entry fees and transportation prior to the field trip.

Fundraisers
Students must have approval from the building principal or designee. Students are not authorized to
sell or trade personal items for any reason at school.
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Hallway Behavior (Behavior is directed by LOI’s and expectations)
● Walk on the right-hand side of the hallway.
● When waiting at the water fountain, avoid blocking the hallway by forming a line next to the wall.
● Voices at a level 1.
● Keep your hands, feet, etc., to yourself.
● Use your passing time to go to the bathroom or locker, then go directly to class.
● Obtain a pass before going to see the nurse.
● Do not block heavily used traffic areas.
● Must have a pass to be in the hallway outside of passing time.

Grading Procedures for Middle School Courses
Progress reports will be issued to students and/or parents/guardians midway through each quarter.
Progress grades are posted online. Grade reports will be issued to students at the end of each quarter.
Grades are calculated using each class’ 9-weeks grade and the semester exam grade at their
designated weight. Final grades are mailed at the end of the school year.

Hall Passes
Students are required to carry a pass any time they are in the hallway outside of their regular scheduled
passing time. The pass must contain the student’s name, destination, time, and the sending and/or the
receiving teacher’s signature. It is the responsibility of the student to obtain a pass from the teacher,
prior to leaving a classroom.

ID Badges
ID badges are provided for identification and safety. (The expectation is for all students to wear their IDs
at all times) Students must have their ID badges available while at school and at all district activities.
Replacement IDs can be made before and after school, cash only is accepted. (For the current year’s
cost).

Lost and Found
Lost articles found at the 8th Grade Center should be sent to the Main Office. Anyone losing an item
should check in with the front office secretary before or after school, during passing time or with a pass
from their classroom teacher to see if it has been found. Every effort will be made to identify whom the
lost articles belong to and return them to the rightful owners. Articles unidentified and unclaimed after
two weeks may be donated to charity.

Personal Property
Students are encouraged not to bring personal items of value to the school. The school will not be
responsible for personal items lost, stolen, etc.

Signing In and Out
Students must sign in when reporting to school late, a parent/guardian will be contacted. A
parent/guardian must sign out students leaving before the end of the school day. Students may not
leave school with anyone other than a parent/guardian or designee unless prior approval has
been made with the administration.
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Textbooks
Students are responsible for paying for lost textbooks, checks are not accepted. Refunds for
textbooks that are found may be given back only if the original receipt of payment is provided.

Visitors
Parents and guardians are welcome and encouraged to visit the school. All visitors must register in the
office upon entering the school building. In order to speak with or sign out a student, visitors must
present proper identification (driver’s license or state ID) before access to the student will be granted.
Per District Policy KK. However, parents/guardians who wish to visit a classroom will need to contact
the school office and schedule the visit at least 24 hours in advance. Visits will be limited to not more
than 90 minutes. Visitors will sign in, be given a visitor badge, and be accompanied to the classroom by
a staff member. (No visitors under Covid type guidelines)

Withdrawal
Students transferring to another district or terminating their enrollment must complete the necessary
forms with the school registrar, preferably one week prior to withdrawal. Parents' and/or guardian
signature is required in order to complete the withdrawal process. Students must clear technology prior
to withdrawing.
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